POLITICS    AND    POWERS
It was an empire of 80,000,000 souls, politically policed,
militarily disciplined, economically organized for the
sacrificial efficiency of war rather than for the delectable
blessings of peace. A new theory of economics, bom of
that economic nationalism which found its first home in
the Prussia of 1800, declared to all Germans that the
totalitarian state requires behind its diplomacy the
strength of totalitarian war, even if only as a threat, and
that such war requires the entire resources of the nation,
the * folk/ to be kept in perpetual readiness for the
event. Yet in 1938 the Third Reich was greater than
any so-called German Reich since the Middle Ages. It
had certainly been able to achieve its successes by the
mere threat of war; but against whom? Austria?
Czechoslovakia? Not only against these, but in reality
against the last representatives of the older order in
Europe; against the two great Western Empires, to
whose disadvantage, primarily, any violent and extensive
upset of the European balance would redound; against
Britain and France.
Now, neither Britain nor France nursed aggressive
intentions towards any European state after 1925. Vin-
dictive, perhaps; over-suspicious, perhaps. But not even
the France of Poincare really wanted to attack Germany
in future, however shortsightedly the French may have
acted in trying to l squeeze' the Ruhr for reparations.
Yet by the end of 1938 the Third Reich and Italy to-
gether, linked by land as they had long been linked In
the attitude and policy of their Leaders towards the
Western Powers, had contrived virtually to cut off
Britain and France from any landward, and in time of
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